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10 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO COME-OO EB-07 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 /037 W 

055876 

R 201026Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO AMEMBASSY BERN 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8669 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 1574 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGEN, BTRA, LE 

SUB J : SUITABILITY OF BEIRUT AS SITE FOR ESTABLISHING REGIONAL OFFICE 
OF U.S. FIRMS 

REF: BERN 743 

1 . SITUATION ON U.S. FIRMS IN BEIRUT STILL NOT CLEAR. TOO EARLY 
TO PRIDICT ANY DEFINITE TRENDS. WHILE MANY U.S. FIRSM DE- 
PARTED, A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER REMAINED EITER IN ORIGINAL 
SIZE OR REDUCED SIZE. 

2. OUTLOOK FOR BEIRUT AS MAJOR CENTER DEPENDS ON SECURITY 
SITUATION HERE. IF CONFIDENCE IN SECURITY ESTORED, BEIRUT WILL 
ONCE AGAIN BECOME A MAJOR REGIONAL CENTER IN TIME. NECESITY 
OF FIRMS LEAVING BEIRUT TO SEEK OUT ALTERNATE LOCATION IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST HAS ONLY LENT STRENGTH TO THIS CONVICTION. 

3. IN LIGHTOF SECURITY SITUATION, PARTICULARLY CONTINUING WAVE 
OF KIDNAPPINGS, OFFICIAL POLICYOSEMAINS THAT ONLY THOSE HAVING 
ESSENTIAL BUSINESS SHOULD VISIT BEIRUT. HOWEVER A NOTICABLE 
NUMBER OF BUSINESS PEOPLE HAVE N FACT BEEN SHOWING UP. ANY 
DECISION TO ESTABLISH IN BEIRUT SHOULD NOT BE MADE PRIOR TO 
ON-SITE SURVEY. 

4. HOTEL SPACE IS AVAILABLE. 
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